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‘Don’t panic’ is the clear message contained in a new guide to help young people who will be getting their exam results this week decide what to do in the future.

The ‘What next?’ guide is the result of public, private and voluntary sector organisations working together in the region, under the auspices of the East of England Skills and Competitiveness Partnership (EESCP).  EESCP includes the East of England Development Agency (EEDA), the Association of Universities in the East of England (AUEE) and local authorities.
The brand new guide, the first of its kind in the region, outlines the different options 17-18 year olds can take after finishing their courses. 

It is being distributed by local authorities in schools, colleges and libraries across the East of England. The guide is full of useful web links and information to inform the choices young people will need to make.

Steve Cox, executive director of spatial economy at EEDA, representing EESCP said:

“It can be a difficult and stressful time for young people when they are trying to decide what to do after receiving their results, especially if they are not the results they expect. 

“The ‘What next?’ guide provides useful signposts to the options available to young people after they finish school or college.  Whatever young people decide to do, continuing to learn new skills that will be needed in the workplace is essential. Businesses need the right people with the right skills to be able to compete at home and abroad.”

A printed version of the guide has been funded by the Association of Universities in the East of England.  The guide can be visited online at their website, via the following link: www.uni-east.ac.uk/other-publications
--ends--

Notes to Editors
About EEDA
EEDA has a clear mission - to improve the economy of the East of England. 

So whether it’s helping businesses through the recession, supporting people to be the best they can or breathing new life into places, everything we do comes back to our mission statement. 

EEDA works across the six counties of Bedfordshire, Cambridgeshire, Essex, Hertfordshire, Norfolk and Suffolk, and unitary authorities of Central Bedfordshire, Bedford, Luton, Peterborough, Southend-on-Sea and Thurrock.

Our investment decisions have a track record of delivering considerable returns. A recent independent report found that for every £1 EEDA spent, we generated a mid-point return of £4.75 for the region's economy.

Visit www.eeda.org.uk to find out more.
About EESCP
The East of England Skills and Competitiveness Partnership (EESCP) - facilitates closer collaboration and more cohesion between the public, private and voluntary sector organisations responsible for increasing skills, employment and economic growth in the East of England.  Contributors to the partnership include: East of England Development Agency; Association of Universities in the East of England; Association of Colleges for East of England Region; Business Link East; COVER-East; East of England Business Group; Government Office for the East of England; Jobcentre Plus; Skills Funding Agency; Young Person's Learning Agency and Local Authority organisations throughout the Region.

About The Association of Universities in the East of England
AUEE’s mission is to help influence and shape the collective economic, social and sustainable regional development agenda.  In doing so it advocates and endorses education, learning, research and knowledge transfer in the East of England.  Also, the Association represents and engages the shared interests of members to the East of England Development Agency.  Through this involvement, AUEE ensures that this collective contribution is recognised and acknowledged both within the region and nationally by key agencies and policy influencers.  Representing these shared interests and synergy, AUEE assists EEDA with the evolution and delivery of the Regional Economic Strategy which confirms that higher level skills remain critical to the economic and social performance of the region.
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