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Facilitator:
Peter Cook, Director of Inward Investment and Innovation, 



ExDRA
Scribe:
Emma Sharp, EERA
Index Scheme
· Existing pilot – West Midlands and Dublin
· £3,000 voucher scheme to match SME (with no university history) with academia

· Broad range of eligible criteria

· Facilitated engagement
· Transnational elements 
· Outward - Access European markets
· Inward    - Facilitate knowledge transfer from European universities

           - Extending i10 capabilities

Academy of Logistics and Transport

· Centre of research

· Innovation – especially low carbon transport solutions
· Close linkages with universities to improve business competitiveness

· Sharing best practice with European partners and exchanging staff
· Innovations in supply chain management

· Potential to lead to other EU programmes i.e. TEN-T

Rural Entrepreneurship
· Identify good practice
· Identify partners / good practice

· Encouragement of rural communities

· EEDA tends to focus on growth areas

· Rural is not just farmers

· Decline of rural service – Is this happening?

· With INTERREG partner?

Support for Women in Non-Traditional Sectors
· E.g. tackling under representation by women in sectors such as:
· Science

· Engineering

· Technology

· Construction

· Transport

· Logistics 

· Transnational
· Exchange good practice with regions with similar sector strengths

· Potential for exchange visits e.g. service providers / women themselves

· Network

· Support

· Mentoring

· Conferences (sector specific)

· Policy Reason

· Analysis of why and how representation of women in certain sectors is different in different countries

· Business development

Knowledge Intensive Economy with Higher Value Jobs
Common Themes
· SME networks

· Clusters

· Entrepreneurship

· Environmental technologies

· Development of employment / human capital

· Development of new products and services

· Knowledge transfer – business to business

- R&D institutes 2 business

Comments and Thoughts

· Don’t leave out companies that aren’t in clusters / trendy sectors
· Don’t forget ‘low’ innovation
· Don’t focus exclusively on high value added
· KTP, KEEP, STEP programmes already successful. Don’t duplicate
· Is this related to EU funding?
· Difficult for SME’s to take first step for support
· Index Scheme – links to HEI’s
· How can we make technology transfer transnational?

· Can business support organisations work transnationally?

· IDEA – Business support agencies in member states act as go-betweens. Exchange information, establish business and academic links. Perhaps on sector basis? E.g. logistics / transport?

· Potential for ESRC funding

· Seed fund potential £50,000 - £100,000 specifically

· Can we make the seed fund idea transnational?

· Lack of seed is common across Europe

· University of Hertfordshire very keen to engage academics in technology transfer ‘Mindset’ project

· Don’t limit seeds to university spin offs

· Does the seed fit into one (or more) of the INTERREG programmes?

· Council for European Bio-Tech Regions and Greenwich Funds are sector specific

Rural Entrepreneurship

· Access is an issue – remoteness

· Learn from our EU colleagues

· Build on praxis (Rural Entrepreneurship Interreg IIIC project)

· We can learn how other countries foster their entrepreneurs

· How do they do it?

· Which countries are best?

· Scandinavia?

Women’s Enterprise

· Women in science and technology business
· We are poor at this

· What support is available nationally?

· Look at other sectors too

· Make it general and not sector specific

· Real added value in transnationality

Logistics Skills Academy

· Links already made with Antwerp (extended gateways)

· Skills shortages

· Big business – margins in logistics are small

· Definite transnational scope

· Premises identified
