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	Transport options for growth to be studied
For release:  14 December 2009
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Tel: 01284 729427
Fax: 01284 729429

Email: claire.sefton@eera.gov.uk
Adrian Ient, Senior Media Relations Executive
T:      01223 484 699
M:      07795 828917
E: adrianient@eeda.org.uk


The East of England Development Agency (EEDA) and the East of England Regional Assembly (EERA) have welcomed the Department for Transport’s decision to fund important transport studies to promote travel options that will boost the economy in the region and reduce environmental impacts.  
Following a joint submission made to the government by EEDA and EERA, the Department for Transport has agreed to provide up to £1.4 million for the studies which will identify transport priorities for the region for the periods 2014 to 2019 and 2019 to 2024.  
The studies will look at transport options that support economic growth but with low carbon impacts and include the Greater Cambridge area, Chelmsford, along the A12 as well as places and settlements near to London.

The studies will examine how best the region's transport systems can support economic growth and business activity, whilst at the same time tackling climate change, improving the quality of life of residents, and promote greater safety, security and health.

Shona Johnstone, EEDA board member and transport lead, said: 

"This is good news for the region.  The Department for Transport's support for this work reflects the strong case we have made to government on the importance of addressing transport problems in the East of England.  With these studies we will be able to develop a programme of measures to help address the significant costs that transport imposes on the region's businesses and residents.  They also give us the opportunity to be creative in developing transport solutions which will be particularly important given government funding constraints going forward."
Cllr Derrick Ashley, Chairman of EERA’s Regional Planning Panel, said: 

“These studies will help our case for government investment in transport to support the delivery of the East of England Plan.  We need to find greener ways to travel to keep people and the economy moving whilst reducing the negative impacts.  Improving reliability and reducing congestion is a priority because stop-start traffic and gridlock on our roads is bad for the economy, the environment and our quality of life.”
Part of the Department for Transport’s 'Delivering a Sustainable Transport' programme, the studies will be completed over the next 15 months. 
The successful bid for funding follows work undertaken last year by the East of England Development Agency (EEDA) which showed that congestion in the region will cost the UK economy more than £2 billion a year by 2021 unless action is taken.
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DfT has approved a number of studies.  These include

•
Network Resilience and Adaptation

•
Access to, and around, Greater Cambridge

•
Sustainable transport options to support and deliver housing and economic growth

•
The role of transport in addressing regeneration and ‘peripherality’ objectives in the region

•
Sustainable transport options for the growing A12 corridor towns

•
Developing transport options for the London Arc and Thames Gateway

•
Enhancements to the East of England transport model

DaSTS is the Department for Transport's (DfT) new approach to strategic transport planning.  It advocates a new approach to planning for transport interventions beyond 2014, in which five national goals for transport have been identified, and a programme of transport solutions is required to address directly challenges arising within the context of these goals.  The five DfT national goals for transport are:

1. Supporting economic growth 

2. Tackling climate change 

3. Promoting equality of opportunity 

4. Better safety, security and health 

5. Improving quality of life

Earlier this year, regions were asked to submit a proposed programme of studies to develop solutions that could address challenges within these overarching goals. In June 2009, and following the approval of the Regional Transport Forum, the region's proposed DaSTS study programme was submitted to the DfT.  
The individual studies will be managed by local authorities and other agencies with the overall programme of work being overseen by a Steering Group chaired by the East of England Development Agency.

About the East of England Development Agency

The East of England Development Agency (EEDA) is the driving force behind sustainable economic regeneration in the East of England: Bedfordshire, Cambridgeshire, Essex, Hertfordshire, Norfolk and Suffolk.  EEDA’s vision is for the East of England to be an ideas driven region that is internationally competitive, harnesses the talent of all and is at the forefront of the low carbon economy.  For further information visit www.eeda.org.uk.

About East of England Regional Assembly

· The East of England Regional Assembly is independent of Government and is not a Government agency or quango.  It represents the regional interests of people living and working in the East of England.

· The Assembly has 105 members of which two thirds are elected councillors (from the 52 local authorities in the region) and one third are stakeholder representatives.  Its meetings are open to the media and general public.

· The Assembly is the designated Regional Planning Body for the East of England until March 2010 when it will cease to exist.

· During 2008/09 EERA’s work included:

1. £1 billion bid for investment in public transport and roads across the region including final stretch of A11 dualling

2. Campaigned against a second runway at Stansted Airport

3. Held EEDA to account at six Economic Summits

4. Influenced European funding programmes worth £500 million to support employment, skills, climate change and low carbon economic growth

5. Delivery of 328 training courses to develop thousands of local authority employees and councillors in the region

6. For more information on EERA, see the website at www.eera.gov.uk



