
Rural Development Programme England

The Rural Development Programme for England

(RDPE) is a rural investment programme part-financed

by the European Commission and the Department for

Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (Defra). 



It’s aim is to improve the competitiveness of the

agricultural sector by assisting rural communities 

and businesses across the East of England

(Bedfordshire, Cambridgeshire, Essex, Hertfordshire,

Norfolk and Suffolk). RDPE is jointly delivered by EEDA,

the Forestry Commission and Natural England and

around £65million has been allocated to our region.

Funding is focused on a set of seven themes that 

will help address the issues that the region’s rural 

areas face. They are: business efficiency, new markets

and products, new businesses in the rural economy,

resource protection, conservation of the natural built

and historic environment, access and recreation, rural

community capacity. 



RDPE Local Action Groups

Around £25 million of the total allocation of RDPE

funding is allocated to the Leader approach. This is 

for projects where local action groups (LAG’s) decide

and agree their own priorities and needs. 



Contact details

www.eeda.org.uk/rdpe

For information on Environmental Stewardship contact:

Natural England / 012223 462727 www.naturalengland.org.uk 

For information on the English Woodland Grant Scheme contact:

Forestry Commission / 01842 815544 www.forestry.gov.uk

Leader approach and Local Action Groups (LAG’s)

Sara Hind / 01223 202834 sarahind@eeda.org.uk

Renewable energy, anaerobic digestion, managing water 

resources, adding value to arable crops

David Sillett / 01986 798277 davidsillett@eeda.org.uk

Livestock, deer, skills and local food

Chris Knock / 01223 484602 chrisknock@eeda.org.uk

Linking tourism with the environment

Steven Smith / 01223 484645 stevensmith@eeda.org.uk
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