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Types of interventions
This Operational Programme supports two different types of interventions.

Firstly, it supports “Regional Initiative Projects” initiated by regional actors aiming to exchange experience in a specific policy field in order to identify good practice and to develop new tools and approaches for implementation.

Secondly, INTERREG IVC supports “Capitalisation including Fast Track projects” in order to ensure that good practice identified, for instance, by the regional initiative projects mentioned above, finds its way into the Convergence, Regional Competitiveness and Employment and European Territorial Cooperation programmes.

Priorities

Priority 1:
Innovation and knowledge economy
This priority will support interregional cooperation projects that contribute to:

1. Improving the capacity of regions for strengthening research, technology and innovation

2. Promoting and enabling entrepreneurship and the development of new business initiatives in all sectors of relevance to regional economies, in particular those that are knowledge-based and innovative

3. Facilitating businesses, and in particular SMEs, to develop and grow in a more sustainable and innovative way through the transfer of specific services and the creation of shared facilities

4. Helping to restructure regions most heavily dependent on traditional industries, including renewal of industrial zones for new business

5. Promoting the use of new information and communication technologies by businesses, public services and the general public, especially in rural areas

6. Improving regional policies for employment, skills development, training and education

7. Creating the necessary framework conditions for regional economies to adapt to major socio-economic changes, notably globalisation and demographic change

Beneficiaries and target groups

The following list presents an indication of the target groups that are encouraged to be involved in interregional cooperation projects in this priority:

· Regional and local public authorities

· Regional development agencies

· Universities, knowledge and research institutes and institutes for higher education

· Operators of science and technology parks, business incubation facilities, and innovation centres

· Other business support actors and organisations representing the business community, especially related to SMEs

· Other public authorities or bodies governed by public law demonstrating relevance to the development of regional innovation and knowledge-based economy

Priority 1: Examples of activities that can be supported

The following overview provides an insight into some possible examples of interregional cooperation related to innovation and the knowledge economy that can be supported under Regional Initiatives Projects (TYPE 1):

Examples of possible projects that can be supported

Innovation, Research & Technology Development

Exchange of experiences and knowledge, transfer and further development of policies dedicated to:

- supporting activities and actors involved in research and development

- supporting research and innovation infrastructure such as science parks, innovation centres, incubators or support to clusters

- strengthening creative interaction in the knowledge - businesses - public sector triangle

- optimising / enhancing eco-innovation and the use of new environmentally friendly technologies and management approaches such as public procurement for environmentally performing products and services

- helping to restructure regions most heavily dependent on traditional industries

- improving the capacity of regions for research and innovation

- bringing innovative ideas to the market more quickly

Entrepreneurship and SMEs

Exchange of experiences and knowledge, transfer and further development of policies dedicated to:

- promoting entrepreneurship and business start-up, especially in knowledge-based, innovation driven sectors
- supporting regional business support structures and approaches to assisting SMEs

- developing financial assistance to SMEs and development of non-grant instruments (such as loans, risk capital, etc)

- strengthening the economic profiles of regions sharing an interest in a specific economic sector and reinforcing the global competitiveness of the sector

- supporting regional business clusters

- supporting and promoting certain specific groups e.g. young and female entrepreneurs

- supporting the economic diversification of rural areas

- enabling enterprises to internationalise and increase competitiveness

- supporting of eco-innovations and environmental management systems in SMEs

Information Society

Exchange of experiences and knowledge, transfer and further development of policies dedicated to:

- developing ICT-based public services to increase the effectiveness and competition of businesses and entrepreneurs

- promoting the development and use of ICT-based services and products (for example in public services e-government and e-health, bringing e-government to regions and businesses)

- enhancing the participation of the public in the information society, e.g. programmes for improving computer skills

- establishing better ICT connections between regions

Employment, Human Capital and Education

Exchange of experiences and knowledge, transfer and further development of policies dedicated to:

- improving qualifications for innovation

- safeguarding and creating new employment opportunities in innovation and knowledge-based jobs and adapting local and regional employment policies to major socio-economic changes, notably globalisation and demographic change

- training and retention of researchers

- developing local employment development (LED) initiatives

- supporting capacity building and knowledge transfer for staff involved in business development and support

- increasing investment in R&D related human capital

- enhancing labour market participation of discriminated groups such as women and older workers

- improving the adaptability of workers and enterprises, promoting a healthy workforce in healthy workplaces and expanding and improving education and training systems

Examples of Cooperation activities under Capitalisation, including Fast Track Projects

(TYPE 2) are similar to the examples listed in the table above but with a particular focus on the transfer of good practices. 
Priority 2: 
Environment and risk prevention

This priority will support interregional cooperation projects that contribute to:

1. Developing plans and measures to prevent and cope with natural and technological risks

2. Promoting the enhancement of sustainable water management activities

3. Promoting the development of sustainable waste prevention and management activities and the movement to a recycling society

4. Promoting the development of actions linked to biodiversity and the preservation of natural heritage, especially in NATURA 2000 sites and promoting the development of sustainable coastal management activities

5. Stimulating energy efficiency and the development of renewable energies as well as better coordinated efficient energy management systems and promoting sustainable transport

6. Enhancing the attractiveness of the territory in support of socio-economic development and sustainable tourism by protecting the cultural heritage and landscape

Beneficiaries and target groups

The following list presents an indication of the target groups that are encouraged to be involved in interregional cooperation projects in this priority:

- Regional and local public authorities

- Nature protection institutions

- Emergency services and other risk management bodies

- Public transport authorities

- Authorities responsible for protecting cultural heritage and landscapes

- Authorities in the field of tourism

- Universities, knowledge and research institutes and institutes for higher education

- Other public authorities or bodies governed by public law demonstrating relevance in the field of environment and risk prevention

Priority 2: Examples of activities that can be supported

Natural and technological risks, climate change
Exchange of experiences and knowledge, transfer and further development of policies dedicated to:

- improving the monitoring of environmental risks

- supporting awareness-raising and emergency planning for populations located in very sensitive areas, such as heavily built-up basins, seismic areas, flooding prone areas, etc.

- facing air pollution, managing and communicating on associated risks

- developing or coordinating existing observatories for a better knowledge of natural hazards

- development of strategies for minimising relevant natural and technological risks

- developing the formulation of tools, action plans and awareness-raising and capacity building for responding at the different levels on all relevant natural and technological risks

- transporting dangerous goods and identifying relevant actions to inform the relevant groups

- developing appropriate coordinated spatial planning measures in geographically sensitive areas

- developing measures to face and raise awareness on climate change and promotion of adaptation and mitigation policies

- developing strategies for preventing and reducing floods

Water management
Exchange of experiences and knowledge, transfer and further development of policies dedicated to:

- improving quality of water supply and treatment, including cooperation in the field of water management

- supporting integrated, sustainable and participatory approaches to management of inland and marine waters, including waterway infrastructure

- developing of ecosystems based approach to the sustainable management of the seas, the management of coastal zones and the reaping of the benefits of the sea".

- adapting to climate change effects related to water management
Waste prevention and management
Exchange of experiences and knowledge, transfer and further development of policies dedicated to:

- moving to a recycling society

- enhancing waste management methods and policies – developing practical guides for integrated local waste management

- developing innovative solutions for waste disposal as part of sustainable regional waste management systems

- re-using landfill and waste-disposal sites
Biodiversity and preservation of natural heritage, air quality
Exchange of experiences and knowledge, transfer and further development of policies dedicated to:

- ensuring the overall ecological coherence and robustness of the actions (especially within the Natura 2000 network)

- developing management mechanisms (including management plans where necessary) related to sites designated as special areas of conservation

- promoting species or habitat action plans that set management priorities for Natura 2000 species across their entire natural range in the EU

- ensuring the overall coherence of the Natura 2000 network

- improving air quality
Energy and sustainable transport
Exchange of experiences and knowledge, transfer and further development of policies dedicated to:

- moving to a low carbon economy, including information to industrial customers, service providers and citizens on issues such as ‘how to reduce energy consumption’

- transferring knowledge concerning long-term targeted energy efficiency campaigns, including efficiency in buildings, notably public buildings

- exchanging and transferring of knowledge on mechanisms to stimulate investment in production of renewable energy as well as in energy efficiency projects

- adapting environmentally sustainable strategies in the transport sector

- promoting lower-consumption vehicles and new propulsion technologies to reduce emissions

- promoting the use of improved collective and non-motorised modes in conjunction with mobility management schemes

- improving information systems for better traffic management and in improving the monitoring of travel data
Cultural heritage and landscape

Exchange of experiences and knowledge, transfer and further development of policies dedicated to:

- protecting and enhancing of cultural heritage and landscapes

- development of innovative approaches to soil protection and to land rehabilitation of contaminated land and brownfields

- supporting risk management in the field of cultural heritage and cultural landscape (both rural and urban contexts)

- supporting tourism development with a particular focus on integrating sustainability aspects
