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Priorities

Priority 1:
Building on our capacity for innovation

Objective 1: 
Building the innovation capacity of businesses and services

Co-operation activities will be considered that, for example:
· Promote the innovation capacity of SMEs in emerging sectors 

· Improve the capacity and knowledge base of SMEs to engage in innovation
· Support the development of intermediary bodies focused on building the capacity of SMEs to engage in innovation
· Support joint efforts to develop new products and processes
· Promote efforts to improve the access to finance of SMEs engaged in innovation
· Support the exchange of staff and good practice between organisations to benefit innovation activities of constituent SMEs and other businesses
· Promote initiatives of transnational knowledge transfer
Objective 2:
Building the transnational dimension of clusters and research and innovation networks

Co-operation activities will be considered that, for example:
· Encourage transnational partnerships within and between clusters
· Strengthen and promote transnational co-operation between universities, research institutes and SMEs, located across the North Sea Region, concerning comparable research and development interests
· Interconnect clusters to new sources of knowledge and ideas on a transnational level
· Stimulate the exchange of knowledge between businesses and universities
· Facilitate the development of joint collaborations between the research base and businesses
· Build strategic links between urban areas and urban-rural areas in order to strengthen the combined transnational innovation potential

Objective 3:
Strengthening the capacity of institutions and society for innovation

Co-operation activities will be considered that, for example:
Create knowledge networks across boundaries linking institutions among the North Sea Region
Development of shared institutional resources to expand the available talent base (i.e. developing shared specialisations)
Development of staff exchange programmes and lifelong learning
Development of transnational Foresight and Intelligence initiatives
Testing new approaches to innovation policy

Objective 4:
Promoting the adoption and use of ICT applications

Co-operation activities will be considered that, for example:
· Stimulate the use of ICT in production and distribution processes
· Stimulate the greater engagement of SMEs in e-commerce and e-business solutions
· Stimulate the role of e-government to facilitate the transition to a knowledge economy
· Promote the roll-out of high capacity internet provision
· Stimulate the use of e-services and e-commerce
Priority 2:
Promoting the sustainable management of our environment

Objective 1:
Sustainable development of the coastal land and sea areas through integrated coastal zone management

Transnational co-operation activities will be considered that, for example:
· capitalise on experiences developed by promoting integrated and coherent approaches to manage the coastal and marine areas, including management of wetlands, lakes, rivers, small islands, estuarine areas and other coastal and marine ecosystems
· in line with the marine strategy directive and the green paper on a future maritime policy, develop a common marine spatial planning concept for the North Sea encompassing coordination of multinational regional plans across borders in order to provide sustainable management of coastal zones and marine resources, including risk prevention and environmental protection activities; this may entail activities of data co-ordination and, where appropriate, collection, without overlapping with existing data sources (e.g. EEA)
· investigate the possible complementarity of the actions with other financing sources (e.g. the EEF) and with the opportunities arising from public-private partnerships and attracting investment

Objective 2:
Developing preventative and responsive measures to address acute and chronic marine pollution

Transnational co-operation activities will be considered that, for example:
· establish joint transnational contingency planning for marine pollution at sea and in coastal regions
· establish commonly accepted principles for management systems, to encourage the prevention and control of major accident hazards, and limit the consequences, should accidents unavoidably occur
· adopt responsible measures to mitigating and preventing technological hazards, including the identification of training needs of land personnel (e.g. operators), ship crews and responders and the subsequent provision of appropriate training and skills improvement schemes
· promote innovative technologies and working methods to safeguard biodiversity and address causes of chronic sea pollution, for example through the promotion of the “Clean Ship Approach”

· identify and implement demonstration pilots addressing the issues stated above
Objective 3:
Adapting to and reducing risks posed to society and nature by a changing climate

Transnational co-operation activities will be considered that, for example:
· Strengthen the resilience of the regions and communities and create a safer environment
· Broaden the implementation of the “living with water” concept, which promotes a reconciliating way of addressing threats from water to society, by investigating into storm resistant coastal landscapes and setting up common flood contingency frameworks
· Develop and implementing transnational management plans involving multiple institutions and stakeholders in fields of action such as nature protection, civil protection and security policy

Objective 4:
Promoting environmentally responsible energy production practices

Transnational co-operation activities will be considered that, for example:
· Realise and create framework conditions (e.g. legal, administrative, business support, stakeholder networks, opportunities for technology transfer, political commitment) for large-scale uptake of renewable energy sources
· Encourage the diversification of energy resources by widening of the range of energy technology and the carbon emission-reduction technology deployed in the North Sea Region
· Provide institutional support for optimisation of delivery systems and create functioning market conditions
· Facilitating the pre-conditions for network knowledge exchange into development of new technologies and development of knowledge based clusters e.g. related to carbon capture
· Share experience and good practice in integrating energy concerns into territorial development, exploit the energy production opportunities of resources (e.g. estuary resources) and investigate the related environmental impacts

Priority 3:
Improving the accessibility of places in the NSR

Objective 1:
To promote regional accessibility

Co-operation activities will be considered that, for example:
· Stimulate pilot actions with extensive demonstration effects for improved regional accessibility
· Develop and implement transnational strategies to better finance regional accessibility in terms of transport and communication
· Promote the uptake of new communications technologies for better accessibility among different regions

Objective 2:
To promote the development of multi-modal and transnational transport corridors

Co-operation activities should be considered that, for example:
· Develop implementation strategies for the management of transnational transport corridors and accessibility concepts, addressing common planning, technological and administrative constraints
· Support of the Motorways of the Sea (MoS) system and the development of secondary hubs and seaports, thriving for a multi-nodal balanced mobility network including the hinterland connection and IT/infrastructure planning
· Devise transnational models for foresight planning exercises and best practices implementations for intermodal transport concepts, i.e. “door to door” movement of goods, using two or more modes of transport, in an integrated transport chain
· Develop systems for effective and sustainable inter-modal links, especially regarding water-borne transport (rail-sea, road-sea) and including air transport
· Promote harmonised and easy access to databases on maritime transport activities, meteorological data etc. and devise ways of broad application of harmonised multi-modal transport systems

Objective 3:
To promote the development of efficient and effective logistics solutions

Co-operation activities will be considered that, for example:
· Create, share and pilot innovative solutions in transport technologies
· Develop and improve sustainable transport logistics
· Jointly develop transnational strategies for the preparation of investments in  infrastructure and logistics at regional level, involving the competence and capacity and promoting co-operation of the private and the public sector in developing practical and innovative solutions
· Develop technology roadmaps of common interest, by exercising transnational Technology Foresight processes and strategic product planning
· Support the engagement of companies to identify and develop common solutions to logistical issues

Priority 4:
Promoting sustainable and competitive communities: creating attractive places to live and work in

Objective 1:
Tackling the needs of areas in decline

Transnational cooperation activities will be considered that, for example:
· Develop and implement pilot actions tackling issues related to new approaches to service delivery (including economic, business, welfare and other amenities)
· Develop actions revitalising declining towns and cities in response to demographic trends
· Develop sustainable tourism concepts to utilise the cultural assets, natural and the built environment
· Develop and implement pilot actions tackling opportunities and challenges for economic restructuring, particularly in the fields of health, care and leisure/tourism or social and labour market stabilisation (i.e. (re)integration of unemployed)
· Build links between rural and urban areas in order to utilise the combined economic potential and strengthen regional integration

Objective 2:
Promoting sustainable growth solutions for expanding areas

Transnational cooperation activities will be considered that, for example:
· Tackle problems of urban sprawl and congestion, e.g. through novel approaches for sustainable urban/regional transport solutions
· Build, expand and strengthen urban and metropolitan networks with a view of their complementary functions for economic growth
· Tackle the challenges of integrating migrant and immigrant populations
· Developing strategies tackling changing requirements for land-use and transport patterns
· Develop sustainable practices to maintain and enhance cultural heritage
Objective 3:
Promoting energy efficiency in urban and rural communities

Transnational cooperation activities will be considered that, for example:
· Promote energy efficient consumption patterns in society
· Create capacity in the construction sector and in building design towards energy efficiency and technological and business innovation, resulting in strategies for broader implementation
· Introduce alternative energy schemes for business and domestic users
· Develop common energy standards for building and construction activities
