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Eligible area

	
	Eligible area
	Adjacent areas

	France
	Nord, Pas de Calais
	Somme, Aisne

	England
	Norfolk, Suffolk, Southend-on-Sea, Thurrock, Essex CC, Brighton and Hove, East Sussex CC, West Sussex, Portsmouth, Southampton, Hampshire CC, Isle of Wight, Medway Towns, Kent CC, Bournemouth and Poole, Dorset CC, Cornwall and Isles of Scilly, Plymouth, Torbay, Devon CC 
	Surrey, Somerset, Wiltshire CC, Cambridgeshire CC

	Flanders
	Arr.Antwerpen, Arr.Brugge, Arr.Oostende, Arr.Veurne, Arr.Eeklo, Arr.Gent, Arr.Sint-Niklaas
	Mechelen, Turnhout, Diksmuide, Ieper, Kortrijk, Roeselare, Tielt, Aalst, Dendermonde, Oudenaarde

	Netherlands
	Delft en Westland, Groot-Rijnmond, Zeeuwsch-Vlaanderen, Overig Zeeland, West-Nord-Brabant
	Zuid-Oost, Zuid-Holland
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Budget: €167 million

Priorities

Priority 1:
Creating an economically competitive, attractive and accessible area
This priority will support cross-border co-operation projects that contribute to:

1. Support the development of joint economic activities, including the maritime economy

2. Promote and encourage entrepreneurship and the development of new cross-border commercial initiatives

3. Support innovation, research and cooperation between universities, knowledge institutes and businesses

4. Support tourism and promote sustainable tourism

5. Promote entrepreneurship and facilitate the development of employment and human capital

6. Improve the accessibility of the programme area by optimising the use and mutualisation of existing infrastructures as a priority
Beneficiaries and target groups

The following list presents an indication of the target groups that are encouraged to be involved in cross-border co-operation projects in this priority:

· National, regional and local public authorities

· Ports and authorities responsible for port development

· Universities, knowledge and research institutes and education institutes

· Regional development agencies

· Business support actors, incubation facilities, innovation centres

· Organisations representing the business community, especially related to SMEs

· Operators and authorities responsible for gateways, transport hubs and logistical systems

· Other actors relevant to the sustainable economic development of the area

Priority 1: Examples of co-operation activities that can be supported

Support the development of joint economic activities, including the maritime economy

· Cooperation in support of the economic diversification of economic sectors in decline (industry, agriculture, fisheries…)

· Organising cross-border trade fairs focusing on economic sectors of mutual interest

· Joint development of sustainable management tools for business parks

· Cross-border co-operation between ports, harbours and logistic centres, for instance to improve management of transport flows or to facilitate inter modal transport

· Improve resource efficiency of businesses

· Joint development of facilities linked to port infrastructures, including the ex-ante evaluation of the environmental effects and of the possible alternatives

Support innovation, research and cooperation between universities, knowledge institutes and businesses

· Development of cross-border business networks and platforms involving enterprises, education and training centres

· Cross-border co-operation in innovation systems, cluster development and cluster networking

· Cross-border cooperation to support the development of eco-innovations.

· Co-operation between poles of excellence and expertise in the cross-border area

· Support to bringing research ideas to market

· Pilot projects testing eco-innovations

· Support to cross-border research cooperation, making use of complementary expertise

· Promote innovation and technology transfer in a cross-border context

Support tourism and promote sustainable tourism

· Joint development of tourism products and promotion of cultural and historic sites

· Co-operation to improve the quality of tourism services and develop a higher professional level

· Co-operation to increase the capacity of tourism businesses to adapt to best practice in implementation

· Redevelopment of declining trading ports into a network of marinas

· Joint investigation of new forms of tourism and development of innovative tourism products

· Investing in joint facilities for coastal and marine/nautical tourism (e.g. a network of marinas)

Promote entrepreneurship and facilitate the development of employment and human capital

· Cross-border co-operation aiming at involving SMEs in the knowledge based economy

· Cross-border co-operation to promote entrepreneurship

· Development of cross-border networks of SMEs, e.g. for joint exportation actions

· Cross-border co-operation in innovative methods for job creation

· Joint development of innovative methods for labour market inclusion of vulnerable groups

· Joint approaches to deal with maritime sector recruitment problems and opportunities

· Provide cross border training and mentoring programmes to enhance management and entrepreneurial skills

· Development of joint educational programmes to provide skilled staff matching the needs identified by businesses

Improve the accessibility of the programme area by optimising the use and mutualisation of existing infrastructures as a priority

· Promote development of sustainable transport and logistics services

· Joint development and promotion of e-services and cross-border ICT networks

· Joint actions to increase the access and use of ICTs in the most remote areas and in SMEs

· Develop and implement standards and communication tools for combined use of seaways by commercial and recreational traffic

· Joint assessment and prioritisation of major infrastructure investments and infrastructure corridors

· Optimise the use of inland waterways infrastructure in cross-border transport

· Studies and pilot actions concerning the development of multimodality within the whole area

· Cross-border cooperation to promote digital connectivity and home working

Priority 2:
Promoting and enhancing a safe and healthy environment
This priority will support cross-border co-operation projects that contribute to:

1. Promote and improve the development of activities linked to integrated management of coastal zones, maritime resource and estuaries

2. Develop activities to prevent and cope with natural, technological and human risks and to guarantee the quality of the environment

3. Stimulate energy efficiency and development of renewable energies

4. Promote, improve and manage nature, landscapes, natural heritage, and relations between urban, peri-urban and rural areas

5. Improve and enhance good practices in water, waste and resources management and sustainable use of resources

Beneficiaries and target groups

The following list presents an indication of the target groups that are encouraged to be involved in cross-border co-operation projects in this priority :

· research institutions

· universities and university colleges

· development agencies

· environmental agencies

· maritime agencies

· energy agencies

· economic actors

· coastal agencies

· logistic and transport actors

· national, regional and local authorities

· other actors relevant to promoting and enhancing a safe and healthy environment

Priority 2: Examples of co-operation activities that can be supported
Promote and improve the development of activities linked to integrated management of coastal zones, maritime resource and estuaries

· Cross-border cooperation to develop methods to integrate coastal defence with tourism and nature

· Cross-border cooperation in the field of the management of coastal zones and estuaries and the development of the relevant knowledge centres

· Joint action concerning the created marine regions and sub-regions: evaluation of the state of the environment and the principal pressures, types of action plans to be developed, installation of monitoring tools, raising public awareness, etc

Develop activities to prevent and cope with natural, technological and human risks and to guarantee the quality of the environment

· Joint actions to improve maritime safety and safety in ports and port development areas

· Joint awareness raising activities/campaigns regarding risk hazards

· Cross-border co-operation in risk prevention, including the development of relevant knowledge centres

· Implementation of joint plans and strategies linked to environmental risk management
· Cross-border cooperation, focusing on the social, economic and environmental effects of climate change, the coordination of climate plans and policies, and the adaptation of the existing socio-economic and environmental structures

Stimulate energy efficiency and develop renewable energies

· Joint action in order to stimulate the use of renewable energy resources, including marine resources, and the development of the relevant technologies as well as applications of these technologies in relevant sectors, like logistics and construction

· Cross-border initiatives in research and development to improve energy efficiency, including renewable sources

Promote, improve and manage landscapes, natural heritage, and relations between urban, peri-urban and rural areas

· Cross-border co-operation in the management of valuable landscapes and natural heritage

· Joint development and exchange of environmental know-how and expertise, including education, training and research

· Cross-border co-operation aiming at reducing the environmental load and risks related to growing traffic, but also to eutrophication, hazardous substances and pollution

· Cross-border co-operation addressing urban, peri-urban and rural environmental aspects (air, noise, congestion, regeneration, urban sprawl)

Improve and enhance good practice in water, waste and resources management, and sustainable use of resources

· Cross-border cooperation related to improvement of qualitative and quantitative water management tools

· Joint actions in order to prevent and combat pollution of air, water and soil

· Joint identification and assessment of environmental impacts of legislation, strategies and policies, for example the implementation of the Water Framework Directive and Natura 2OOO

· Joint actions in order to reduce and manage environmental impact of waste by integrated waste management (incl. recycling and reduction), including port waste as well as the coordinated monitoring of waste transportation

· Cross-border co-operation in physical and environmental planning (e.g. joint actions in urban environmental initiatives)

· Cross-border cooperation as to soil management and land use planning

· Promote ecological production and environmental technologies

Priority 3:
Improving quality of life

This priority will support cross-border cooperation projects that contribute to:

1. Promote and allow for social inclusion and well-being of different groups in society

2. Improve the quality of services to the population, including mobility and health care facilities

3. Support the development of cooperation in education, training and assistance to cross-border projects, in order to guarantee the possibility of life-long learning, to set up sustainable cultural partnerships, as well as foreign language learning

4. Promote, enhance and conserve common heritage and cultural partnerships, including development of creativity and design and joint co-operation between the media

5. Develop active leisure activities, including the promotion and enhancement of infrastructures and social tourism

Beneficiaries and target groups

The following list presents an indication of the target groups that are encouraged to be involved in cross-border co-operation projects in this priority:

· national, regional and local authorities

· educational and training institutions

· media

· recreational organisations

· economic actors

· actors in health care

· cultural actors

· community actors and social organisations

· mobility actors

· food agencies

· research centres

· creative industries

· development agencies

· other actors relevant to improving quality of life

Priority 3: Examples of co-operation activities that can be supported

Promote and allow for social inclusion and well-being of different groups in society

· Cross-border cooperation to facilitate active ageing and independent living

· Cross-border co-operation in innovative methods in health and care sectors, and in food safety

· Cross-border co-operation in developing methodologies, related to health prevention and lifestyle

· Cross-border co-operation in innovative methods for an inclusive society, including social entrepreneurship and integration of immigrants

· Cross-border co-operation in urban specific concerns, e.g. integration of minorities, drug prevention, organized crime and social inclusion

· Cross-border co-operation in rural specific concerns like mobility, isolation, marginalisation of services
Improve the quality of services to the population, including mobility and health care facilities

· Cross-border co-operation to increase active participation in society, involving new technologies

· Cross-border cooperation in order to set up an exchange of practices, related to e-government and e-inclusion

· Promote cross-border exchange of experiences between municipalities concerning for example social services

· Joint actions to encourage young people to stay in coastal and rural areas

Support the development of cooperation in education, training and the assistance to cross-border projects, in order to guarantee the possibility of life-long learning, to set up sustainable cultural partnerships, as well as foreign language learning

· Joint actions to develop lifelong learning techniques and encourage participation of the public in these

· Supporting cross-border networks and exchange in education and between public institutions, e.g. via exchange of staff or students

· Cross border programmes for education and training of people currently not in education, employment or training

· Coordinated actions to deal with developments in education, for instance drop-outs

Promote, enhance and conserve the common heritage and cultural partnerships, including development of creativity and design and joint cooperation between the media

· Joint cultural co-operation aiming at strengthening cultural exchange and the area’s togetherness

· Cross-border co-operation in the fields of traditional culture and crafts, and the promotion of local food traditions

· Cross-border cooperation in order to stimulate the use of new technologies in the field of cultural management and cultural product development

· Cross-border cooperation in order to set up creative clusters and design networks

· Joint actions for cultural interaction and exploration of a common European identity, and its impact on local identity

· Cross-border cooperation between the regional and local media in order to promote adherence to concerned working-area

Develop active leisure activities, including the promotion and enhancement of infrastructures and social tourism

· Exchange experiences and build networks to promote diversity of leisure activities to meet the needs of both genders and different age groups

· Cross-border cooperation in order to improve the economic, social and health impact of the use of sports and the valorisation of sports infrastructure

