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	East of England charging towards an electric vehicle revolution
- Government backs region’s major project to install electric vehicle plug-in points
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The East of England is set to become a haven for electric vehicle owners after being given the green light by government to apply for funding to install around 600 charging points across the region.

As part of the government’s “Plugged in Places” initiative, a consortium of more than 50 businesses and local authorities from across the East of England today heard that its proposed £5.4 million infrastructure project, ‘EValu8’, has been short listed by the government’s Office of Low Emission Vehicles (OLEV).  
Industry leaders and representatives from local government joined together at a summit on Thursday to discuss the next steps for this ground breaking project, with the aim of submitting a full business case to government by the end of October.  
The eight key clusters of Bedford, Cambridge, Ipswich, Norwich, Peterborough, Luton and Hertfordshire, and Thames Gateway South Essex, together with London Stansted Airport, have all been ear-marked as prime locations for plug-in points, supported by a wider charging network. 
A final decision is expected from government by December, and if all goes to plan, installation could be underway as soon as spring 2011.  This will ensure that the East of England forms a key part of the UK’s charging network, linking in with the adjacent charging points already being installed in London and Milton Keynes.
 Deborah Cadman OBE, chief executive of EEDA, said:

“The transition to a low carbon economy is a necessity, not a choice. With today’s announcement, the East of England is set to lead the way in providing the infrastructure for local people and businesses to adopt electric vehicles. EEDA has been proud to coordinate this project in partnership with businesses and local authorities – a project that will build upon the East of England’s position as a leader in low carbon innovation, providing the research and development platform to help develop a global electric vehicle economy of the future.”  

It is anticipated that the East of England’s “Plugged in Places” project will set the wheels in motion for an electric vehicle revolution, providing the infrastructure that local people and businesses need to move towards the widespread use of electric vehicles. It could also act as a catalyst for the development of new technologies, services and industries. 
Vicky Ford, Member of the European Parliament (MEP) for the East of England, said:
“I am delighted to support this public-private initiative. The East of England often leads the world in researching and developing new ways to meet the energy challenges of the future.  Infrastructure is needed for these new technologies to get out of our laboratories and become a reality on our roads.  We now have the opportunity to provide this infrastructure, using it to test ideas developed here and see them adopted world wide.” 
One of the main barriers to people buying electric vehicles has been concerns over range and battery life. The East of England’s “Plugged in Places” proposal has been designed specifically to ensure that local people across the South and East of England are within striking distance of the next plug-in point.
Top 5 facts about electric vehicles
· By 2014, there will be over 30 makes and models of electric vehicles in the UK – including family and passenger cars, sports cars, 4x4 off road vehicles, motor bikes and commercial vehicles

· An electric Citroën Berlingo has just travelled 13,565 km from Shanghai to Paris, including completing 430 km between charges, through the Gobi Desert region

· Many vehicle manufacturers have already developed download “tunes” for electric vehicles. Customers can already choose from a wide range which includes the “Star Wars” theme tune, to personalise your vehicle and let people know you are coming
· Website ‘EV World’, set up by electric vehicle enthusiasts, has more than 10,000 visitors a day from countries across the world
· You will be able to remotely programme your electric vehicle to heat, cool and charge through your smart phone, giving you control even from a distance. 

Notes to editors:
Interviews

For all interview requests, please contact Nick Benham, EEDA press office, on 01223 231206 or nickbenham@eeda.org.uk.

Photography from University of Hertfordshire event

A series of photographs from the partner event at the University of Hertfordshire will be available. Please visit www.flickr.com/eeda from 4pm on Thursday 29 July
Additional quotes from across the East of England
Simon Wright, MP for Norwich South, whose constituency is near to Lotus and the Hethel Engineering Centre, said:

"I'm delighted to be attending this workshop and to be supporting the region's bid for electric vehicle infrastructure. We've got a particularly strong case in the East because we can show that electric vehicles are practical in both rural and urban environments. We can link in with adjacent infrastructure being developed in London and Milton Keynes. The East of England is very much at the cutting edge of developing electric vehicles and the necessary infrastructure, with companies such as Ford, General Motors, Nissan and Lotus all having strong links in the East. Another strong factor counting towards our bid in the East is that it's very much a partnership bid, with private partners playing a leading role in shaping these proposals."
Kevin Day, Stansted Airport's Head of Travel Services, said: 
"The primary aim of our surface access strategy is to promote sustainable travel and so we had no hesitation in supporting the East of England's Plugged in Places bid.  We're delighted this has now received support from central government and look forward to installing charging points here at the airport, enabling us to play an active role in promoting use of this low carbon technology as a transport solution across the region."     

Andrew Cassy, Travel Plan Manager & Sustainability Champion at BT Adastral Park, said:

“BT Adastral Park are delighted to see the EEDA bid for electric vehicle recharging infrastructure be shortlisted and look forward to working with the team to ensure their success, especially in the east of the region through our activities with the IP-City Network Sustainable Travel Forum.” 

 

Daksh Gupta, Marshall Motor Group’s Chief Executive, said:
” Electric cars are now becoming freely available in the market and they will be an important part of our business within a few years. Cambridge is where our business began over 100 years ago and the City has always been an early adopter of new technologies and products, like electric cars, so this is a logical step for Marshall to support the introduction of electric car charging points in the city.”
“We are delighted to be working with the other local partners in this scheme to bring the reality of electric cars to life in this City.  We have also installed a charging point of our own at our Car Centre site on Newmarket Road in Cambridge.”
Daniel Cox, Leader of Norfolk County Council, said: 
"Plugged in Places funding will help us, quite literally, make the connection between green energy already flowing from North Sea windfarms, and the development of electric vehicles being spearheaded in Norfolk by cutting-edge companies such as Lotus.  If electric cars really are going to compete with combustion powered-vehicles, establishing a core network of charging points is just as important as the involvement of visionary companies that are pushing the boundaries of technology."
Councillor John Lamb, Chair of Regional Cities East, which represents the cities of Peterborough, Luton, Ipswich, Norwich, Colchester and Southend on Sea, said:
“The East of England is on the frontline in the battle against climate change.  We stand to suffer most from its effects and we’re not afraid to innovate to prevent them.  Plugged in Places will help us spread the benefits of low carbon technologies to the streets of our cities in support of electric cars and bicycles and we are delighted to support the initiative.”
Hugh Cripps, Chief Executive of Peterborough Environment City Trust, said: 
“Here in Peterborough we are delighted with the news – if we are successful then the city is the ideal place for kick starting the move to the widespread use of electric vehicles. We are a very self contained district so one full charge would last you all day driving around Peterborough and from here, no town or city in the Eastern Region is beyond the range of modern electric vehicles.”
Tony Orgee, Cambridgeshire County Council’s Cabinet Member for Economy and the Environment, said: 
“Cambridgeshire is already one of the most environmentally friendly counties in the UK with an enviable record for being one of the top recyclers, a nationally recognised park and ride service and in Cambridge we have more people choosing to cycle than anywhere else in the country. If the region is successful in securing Government funding our residents will have the chance to become some of the most environmentally friendly in the country.”
Colin Chick, Director for Environment and Regeneration, Luton Borough Council, said:
“We see the Plugged in Places initiative as a step towards the low carbon economy in Luton. The success of it will be measured most importantly in avoiding the worst consequences of climate change, but also in jobs, economic growth and the opportunity to help unlock the talent we have locally. We do not underestimate the scale of the task ahead but we are determined to meet this challenge, and will work with all partners to ensure we do.”
 

About EEDA

EEDA has a clear mission - to improve the economy of the East of England. 
So whether it’s helping businesses through the recession, supporting people to be the best they can or breathing new life into places, everything we do comes back to our mission statement. EEDA works across the six counties of Bedfordshire, Cambridgeshire, Essex, Hertfordshire, Norfolk and Suffolk.
Our investment decisions have a track record of delivering considerable returns. A recent independent report found that for every £1 EEDA spent, we generated a mid-point return of £4.75 for the region's economy.
Visit www.eeda.org.uk to find out more.
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