[image: image1.png]


[image: image2.jpg]eastofengland§

Space for (Aeas



[image: image3.jpg]PROJECT
PART-FINANCED BY
THE EUROPEAN UNION

European Regional
Development Fund

Investing in your future





	Business Champions Lead SMEs to a Low Carbon Future
For release 23 June 2010


	Press enquiries to: 

Allison Thomas 

Shorthose Russell Ltd

Tel:    01603 706554
Email: allisont@shorthose-russell.co.uk



A unique new initiative, Low Carbon Champions (LCC), is helping small businesses in Suffolk cut their operating costs by creating ‘ambassadors’ within the business to champion carbon reduction programmes.  

Made possible with £218,584 of funding from the European Regional Development Fund (ERDF), which is managed by East of England Development Agency (EEDA), the initiative provides the Champions with the expertise to change the business from within.

A three-year initiative, LCC is being developed and delivered by Green Light Trust and Suffolk County Council. Suffolk Chamber of Commerce, Suffolk Climate Change Partnership and Choose Suffolk are also supporting the initiative.  

Will Sambrook, head of business & development at Green Light Trust said: “Low Carbon Champions is a flexible, time and cost effective way of ‘greening’ a business by making it more efficient, cost effective and marketable. Individuals from within the business are developed into Champions with up to 30 hours of free tailored advice and access to specialist events and courses.  

“A free Carbon Audit is available through the scheme which has a detailed action plan showing costs and payback of particular carbon cutting initiatives. Businesses can then choose an employee who we will equip with the knowledge and skills to help the company take steps to reduce their carbon footprint and measure the results. The Champions are encouraged to spur the business into action by providing advice to their peers, clients and other business partners.”

For larger carbon reducing initiatives LCC provides the opportunity for businesses bid for grants of up to £5,000 to fund up to 65 per cent of any carbon efficiency project. For those organisations looking for recognition for their actions, there will be assistance given to achieve the ANSWER Carbon Charter Bronze, Silver and Gold level of Carbon Management.

David Morrall, International Director for the East of England Development Agency (EEDA), commented: “It is estimated that businesses waste 26 per cent of all energy. This can be reduced very easily with some adjustments, however, many SMEs lack the knowledge, time and finances necessary to become more energy efficient.

“This unique initiative takes a particularly innovative approach to helping businesses overcome these issues by equipping the SME with the knowledge necessary to improve their business. The project is designed specifically to reduce the need for businesses to rely on external consultancy so that it can take a long-term, sustainable view to carbon reduction.”
The initiative aims to help 75 small businesses in Suffolk to reduce their carbon emissions by up to 15 per cent and it is hoped that it will be extended across the East of England in the future.  

For more information visit www.greenlighttrust.org/low-carbon-champions or contact Lenka Anstead at lenka@greenlighttrust.org or on 01284 830829
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About the European Regional Development Fund
The European Regional Development Fund (ERDF) is a seven-year investment programme part financed by the European Union. Its objective is ‘towards low carbon economic growth’ in the East of England and €110.9 million has been allocated to our region.

The fund aims to help small and medium size enterprises respond to the challenges of climate change and the huge commercial potential behind a low carbon economy. 

With more funding available until 2013, the ERDF programme is set to play a big role in helping our businesses and communities seize the opportunities of a low carbon economy.

For more information visit www.eeda.org.uk/erdf
About EEDA
EEDA has a clear mission - to improve the economy of the East of England. 
So whether it’s helping businesses through the recession, supporting people to be the best they can or breathing new life into places, everything we do comes back to our mission statement. EEDA works across the six counties of Bedfordshire, Cambridgeshire, Essex, Hertfordshire, Norfolk and Suffolk.

Our investment decisions have a track record of delivering considerable returns. A recent independent report found that for every £1 EEDA spent, we generated a mid-point return of £4.75 for the region's economy. Visit www.eeda.org.uk to find out more.
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