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	£3.7 billion in benefits to business on Great Eastern Main Line 

EEDA study shows potential benefits of improvements
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Improvements to the Great Eastern Main Line could generate £3.7 billion in benefits to businesses and commuters in the East of England, transport experts at the East of England Development Agency (EEDA) have concluded in a report published today.
‘The Economic Case for Investment on the Great Eastern Main Line’ was commissioned from transport consultants Atkins by EEDA working with a range of partners including Regional Cities East, Shaping Norfolk’s Future, the Haven Gateway Partnership, Norfolk County Council, Suffolk County Council, Essex County Council, Norwich City Council, Ipswich and Colchester Borough Councils,  and National Express East Anglia.
The study concluded that achieving the partners’ vision for the line could deliver £3.4 billion of conventional transport related economic benefits and £280 million of wider economic impacts within the East of England.

The vision for the line includes improved travel times, greater capacity, new trains for longer distance services, improvements to rural stations, longer franchises and better facilities such as wi-fi access.  

The vision was developed by the partners after a transport study by EEDA in 2008 showed constraints on the line were harming the economy in the East of England.

Businesses, commuters and other passengers travelling from and to Chelmsford, Colchester, Ipswich and Norwich are most likely to benefit. 
Mike Salter, head of transport planning at EEDA said:

“It is fantastic that this study shows we can achieve such a great economic prize which would benefit many businesses and passengers across the East of England.  The vision and aims we have worked with partners to devise now has solid economic evidence behind it to help plan investment at the right time and place with the appropriate resources.

“We demonstrated how much the constraints on the Great Eastern Main Line were costing businesses and the economy in our ground-breaking transport study in 2008. It showed that it is a major economic artery.  Now we have taken that one step further with our partners to investigate what benefits could be gained from making big improvements, and we now need to keep working with the rail industry on how to deliver these.

“This is a long-term vision for the line and it requires long term commitment and investment from partners in the East of England and the government. It is absolutely essential that if we want to help our businesses become even more competitive we have to invest in the transport schemes that will deliver the best returns to the economy.“
Rob Bayley, Atkins’ project manager for the study said:
“Atkins is delighted to bring our nationally recognised expertise in rail planning and economic appraisal to develop the case for major investment in the Great Eastern Main Line on behalf of EEDA and partners. Our analysis of the economic challenges along the corridor demonstrates that improving train services along the Great Eastern Main Line would unlock major benefits to the region. Atkins is keen to work with regional partners and the rail industry to develop these proposals to tackle constraints on the line and stimulate sustainable economic growth in the East of England.”
Andrew Chivers, managing director, National Express East Anglia said:   
“National Express East Anglia welcomes the EEDA report. It clearly highlights the major regional benefits which would result from a substantial upgrade for the Norwich – Ipswich – Colchester – London route.  When we set out our vision for the route last November - including faster journey times, new trains and infrastructure enhancements – we said it was important that a compelling business case was developed to secure the necessary investment.  In the current economic climate, the Great Eastern Main Line project will have to compete in an even more challenging funding environment, so this study is particularly helpful.  We will continue to work together with regional partners to help support further improvements for this key rail and regional artery.” 
 

Neil Darwin, Regional Cities East director said:  
“This research shows just how important it is to invest in the Great Eastern Main Line. The cities of Regional Cities East are some of the country’s best drivers of economic growth, but their businesses have had to rely on a sub-standard rail service for too long. £3.7 billion is an excellent return on investment, particularly in the current economic climate. The findings of this research need to be taken very seriously indeed”.
 

Cllr Guy McGregor, portfolio holder for roads, transport and planning, Suffolk County Council said:

“Suffolk County Council is fully committed to improvements to the railways in and serving the county. We have fully supported the work to make the case for improvements especially on the crucial London-Ipswich-Stowmarket and on to Norwich main line.”
 

Chris Starkie, chief executive of Shaping Norfolk's Future, said: 
"This research shows that improvements to the Great Eastern Main Line will bring enormous economic benefits to the region. Now we want to see this vision start to become reality with the introduction of new, faster and more reliable trains as part of the new Greater Anglia rail franchise."

Norman Hume, portfolio holder for highways and transportation, Essex County Council said:
“Essex County Council welcomes this opportunity to examine the key role the Great Eastern Main Line plays in supporting the economy of Essex. A long term plan for investment in this line is necessary to make sure that Essex remains a competitive location to do business and gains the full benefit from our location close to London.   This study clearly demonstrates that improvements to this line can bring real benefits for passengers and the local economy not only in Essex but also along the entire line to Norwich.”
The report is available to download at www.eeda.org.uk/transport
--ends--

Notes to Editors
Forecast benefits to locations across the East of England:

Greater Norwich
· the report provides more specific analysis on Greater Norwich than the other places on the line as a growth point area that has been identified for significant job and housing growth and because of its strong functional economic relationship with London 

· 25 minute journey saving time to and from London Liverpool Street (current time is 1hr 55 to 2hrs). 
· existing rolling stock replaced with new inter-city rolling stock which has higher capacity and improved operational capability, for example passengers boarding and alighting faster.
Colchester
· 13 minute reduction in journey time to and from London Liverpool Street 

· Main Line starting service strengthened to maximum 12 car length - improving capacity (addressing forecasts for 2026 of significant overcrowding).
Clacton
· 11 minute reduction in journey time to and from London Liverpool Street 
· some train lengthening.
Braintree
· 8 minute reduction in journey time to and from London Liverpool Street 

· two additional London services added because of improved infrastructure (construction of passing loop at Cressing) 

· mid-80s trains replaced by newer units.
Chelmsford
· 6 minute reduction in journey time to and from London Liverpool Street 

· two of three services strengthened to max length (to address overcrowding) 

· additional stops added (to pick up from other service groups).
Ipswich and Harwich
· 15 minute reduction in journey time to and from London Liverpool Street 

· replaced rolling stock (to inter-city, same as Norwich).
Witham
· max 12 car length 

· improved journey times.
About the East of England Development Agency

EEDA has a clear mission - to improve the economy of the East of England. 
So whether it’s helping businesses through the recession, supporting people to be the best they can or breathing new life into places, everything we do comes back to our mission statement. EEDA works across the six counties of Bedfordshire, Cambridgeshire, Essex, Hertfordshire, Norfolk and Suffolk.
Our investment decisions have a track record of delivering considerable returns. A recent independent report found that for every £1 EEDA spent, we generated a mid-point return of £4.75 for the region's economy.
Visit www.eeda.org.uk to find out more.

About Atkins

Atkins (www.atkinsglobal.com) is one of the world's leading engineering and design consultancies. We have the depth and breadth of technical expertise to respond both to the complex challenges of major infrastructure projects, and the urgent transition to a low-carbon economy. Whether it’s the concept for a new skyscraper, the upgrade of a rail network, the modelling of a flood defence system or the improvement of a management process, we plan, design and enable solutions.

Recent projects include: 

· Major infrastructure works, such as the design and programme management of the civil works for the Dubai Metro red and green lines;

· High profile transport planning and urban design – our innovative scheme to deliver a diagonal crossing at London’s Oxford Circus has helped tackle the problem of pedestrian crowding; 

· Key rail projects – providing architectural and engineering design services on London’s Crossrail, Europe’s biggest civil engineering project, and designing stations, tunnelling and track systems on Gautrain, South Africa’s first high speed line. 

· Multidisciplinary building design – North Wood Primary School in Darlington is an exemplar project which raises standards for environmental design and community engagement; 

· Vital water and environmental projects – as part of a joint venture, Atkins is providing technical assistance to the Water Supply and Sanitation Sector Reform Programme in Nigeria, which will benefit up to three million people.

Atkins was named among the 20 Best Big Companies to Work For 2009 by The Sunday Times; The Times Top 100 Graduate Employers 2009; and The Times Top 50 Companies Where Women Want to Work 2009. The company was construction and civil engineering sector winner for the fourth consecutive year in the Target National Graduate Recruitment Awards 2009.

Atkins is the official engineering design services provider for the London 2012 Olympic and Paralympic Games.


